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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Notice of Opposition

Notice is hereby given that the following parties oppose registration of the indicated application.

Opposers Information

Name Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, LLC

Entity limited liability company Citizenship Delaware

Address 535 Marriot Drive
Nashville, TN 37214
UNITED STATES

Name Bridgestone Corporation

Entity Corporation Citizenship Japan

Address 10-1 Kyobashi 1-chome, Chuo-Ku
Tokyo,
JAPAN

Name Bridgestone Brands, LLC

Entity limited liability company Citizenship Delaware

Address 535 Marriot Drive
Nashville, TN 37214
UNITED STATES

Attorney
information

Patrick J. Jennings
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman, LLP
2300 N Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037
UNITED STATES
dctm@pillsburylaw.com Phone:2026638000

Applicant Information

Application No 85864365 Publication date 07/23/2013

Opposition Filing
Date

08/14/2013 Opposition
Period Ends

08/22/2013

Applicant Silverstone, Inc.
4301 N. 28th Street
Omaha, NE 68111
UNITED STATES

Goods/Services Affected by Opposition

Class 012.
All goods and services in the class are opposed, namely: Tires

Grounds for Opposition

False suggestion of a connection Trademark Act section 2(a)



Priority and likelihood of confusion Trademark Act section 2(d)

Dilution Trademark Act section 43(c)

Marks Cited by Opposer as Basis for Opposition

U.S. Registration
No.

1342473 Application Date 11/14/1984

Registration Date 06/18/1985 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark BRIDGESTONE

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class 012. First use: First Use: 1983/12/01 First Use In Commerce: 1983/12/01
[ BICYCLES AND STRUCTURAL PARTS THEREOF; ] TIRES [ INNER TUBES
AND WHEELS FOR VEHICLES, ]

U.S. Registration
No.

2607465 Application Date 10/12/2001

Registration Date 08/13/2002 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark BRIDGESTONE

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class 012. First use: First Use: 1983/10/05 First Use In Commerce: 1983/11/10
Tires and inner tubes therefor

U.S. Registration
No.

2886688 Application Date 10/03/2003

Registration Date 09/21/2004 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark BRIDGESTONE

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class 012. First use: First Use: 1928/00/00 First Use In Commerce: 1956/12/31
TIRES [ ; WHEELS FOR VEHICLES; INNER TUBES, RIMS AND COVERS
FOR VEHICLE WHEELS; INNER TUBES FOR VEHICLE TIRES; PARTS AND
FITTINGS FOR ALL THE AFORESAID GOODS ]

U.S. Registration
No.

140804 Application Date 04/05/1920

Registration Date 03/29/1921 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark FIRESTONE

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class U035 (International Class 007, 012, 017). First use: First Use: 1900/00/00
First Use In Commerce: 1900/00/00



Rubber Tires, Pneumatic [ and Solid; Inner Tubes, Rubber-Impregnated Tire
Building and Rebuilding Fabrics; Tire Accessories-Namely, ] [ Hook-On Boots,
Lace-On Boots, ] [ Flaps, and Tire-Repair Air-Bags, Fabric and Rubber Repair-
Patches, Tube-Patches in Sheet and Patch Form, and Reliners and Tire-Repair
Gum Materials in Sheet Form-Namely, Tread-Gums, Cushion-Gums, Tube-
Gums, Camel-Back-Tread Gums, and Combination-Gums ]

U.S. Registration
No.

1178631 Application Date 02/15/1980

Registration Date 11/17/1981 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark FIRESTONE

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class 042. First use: First Use: 1928/12/24 First Use In Commerce: 1928/00/00
Retail Tire and Automotive Store Services

U.S. Registration
No.

1387468 Application Date 08/29/1985

Registration Date 03/25/1986 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark FIRESTONE

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class 012. First use: First Use: 1971/10/31 First Use In Commerce: 1971/10/31
VEHICLE TIRES AND INNER TUBES THEREFOR

U.S. Registration
No.

2464005 Application Date 07/07/2000

Registration Date 06/26/2001 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark FIRESTONE

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class 012. First use: First Use: 1896/01/31 First Use In Commerce: 1900/12/31
VEHICLE TIRES AND INNER TUBES THEREFOR

U.S. Registration
No.

3688909 Application Date 03/10/2009

Registration Date 09/29/2009 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark FIRESTONE

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class 012. First use: First Use: 1936/12/31 First Use In Commerce: 1936/12/31
Vehicle suspension components, namely, air springs



U.S. Registration
No.

3248867 Application Date 10/27/2006

Registration Date 06/05/2007 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark FIRESTONE

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class 012. First use: First Use: 1935/10/15 First Use In Commerce: 1935/10/15
suspension systems and components for vehicles consisting of air springs and
control devices; pneumatic suspension springs and shock absorber units for
vehicles and structural and replacement parts therefor; air helper springs for
vehicles

U.S. Registration
No.

3173847 Application Date 12/19/2005

Registration Date 11/21/2006 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark FIRESTONE

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class 037. First use: First Use: 1929/00/00 First Use In Commerce: 1929/00/00
automotive repair and maintenance services

U.S. Registration
No.

3299860 Application Date 03/15/2006

Registration Date 09/25/2007 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark FIRESTONE COMPLETE AUTO CARE SINCE 1926

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class 035. First use: First Use: 2005/06/30 First Use In Commerce: 2005/10/31
Retail tire and automobile parts and accessories store
Class 037. First use: First Use: 2005/06/30 First Use In Commerce: 2005/10/31
Automotive services, namely, automobile repair and maintenance

U.S. Registration
No.

3299861 Application Date 03/15/2006

Registration Date 09/25/2007 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark FIRESTONE COMPLETE AUTO CARE

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class 035. First use: First Use: 2005/06/30 First Use In Commerce: 2005/10/31
Retail tire and automobile parts and accessories store
Class 037. First use: First Use: 2005/06/30 First Use In Commerce: 2005/10/31



Automotive services, namely, automobile repair and maintenance

U.S. Registration
No.

3241202 Application Date 10/27/2006

Registration Date 05/15/2007 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark FIRESTONE

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class 007. First use: First Use: 1969/09/25 First Use In Commerce: 1969/09/25
pneumatic actuators for use as a motion control device in manufacturing,
material handling, assembly, forestry, paper, hydraulics and pneumatics, and
related industries; vibration absorbing suspensions and vibration isolators for
machinery and parts therefor

Attachments Treadstone Opposition.pdf(1463582 bytes )
Bridgestone Regs.pdf(4494509 bytes )

Certificate of Service

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of this paper has been served upon all parties, at their address
record by First Class Mail on this date.

Signature /Pat Jennings/

Name Patrick J. Jennings

Date 08/14/2013



 
 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
 
Bridgestone Corporation,     ) 
       ) 
Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, LLC, and  ) 
       ) 
Bridgestone Brands, LLC,    ) 
       ) 
 Opposers,     ) 
       ) Opposition No. __________ 
 v.      ) 
       ) Serial No. 85/864,469 
Silverstone, Inc.,     ) 
       ) 
 Applicant.     ) 

 
NOTICE OF OPPOSITION 

 
Opposers Bridgestone Corporation, Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, LLC, and 

Bridgestone Brands, LLC (collectively referred to herein as “Opposers”) believe they will be 

damaged by Applicant Silverstone, Inc.’s (“Applicant”) registration of the TREADSTONE mark 

(Serial No. 85/864,365) and hereby oppose the registration of that mark pursuant to 37 CFR § 

2.101(b).  Allegations with respect to Opposers are based upon actual knowledge.  All other 

allegations are based upon information and belief.  As grounds for the opposition, Opposers, by 

their attorneys, aver as follows: 

Bridgestone and its Affiliated Companies 

1. Bridgestone Corporation (“Bridgestone”) is a corporation organized under the 

laws of Japan with a business address at 10-1 Kyobashi 1-chome, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, Japan.   

2. Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, LLC (“Bridgestone Americas Tire 

Operations”) is a Delaware limited liability company with a business address at 535 Marriot 

Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37214.   
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3. Bridgestone Brands LLC (“Bridgestone Brands”) is a Delaware limited liability 

company with a business address at 535 Marriot Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37214.   

Bridgestone’s Corporate History 

4. Bridgestone Corporation was established in Japan in 1931 and began selling tires 

in the United States at least as early as 1962.  Bridgestone is now the world’s largest tire 

company.  

5. In 1967, Bridgestone established the Bridgestone Tire Company of America as its 

U.S. sales headquarters and, in the early 1980s, Bridgestone operated its first U.S. tire plant, in 

Tennessee, where it began manufacturing truck and bus radial tires.  

6. In 1988, Bridgestone purchased the Firestone Tire & Rubber Company and 

formed what has become Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, LLC. 

7. Bridgestone Brands is the successor in interest to the FIRESTONE name and 

mark, which were formerly owned by The Firestone Tire & Rubber Company. 

8. The Firestone Tire and Rubber Company began using the FIRESTONE name and 

trademark over a century ago, when entrepreneur and innovator Harvey S. Firestone founded the 

company.  By 1900, with 12 employees and a single production facility in Akron, Ohio, The 

Firestone Tire and Rubber Company produced its first tire.  FIRESTONE tires quickly acquired 

a reputation for quality and performance.  Henry Ford chose FIRESTONE tires for the first mass 

produced cars in America and, shortly thereafter, a car equipped with FIRESTONE tires won the 

very first Indy 500 car race. 
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Opposers’ Famous BRIDGESTONE and FIRESTONE Marks and Goods 

9. Opposers have continuously used the FIRESTONE name and trademark in 

commerce in the United States for over a century and have continuously used the 

BRIDGESTONE name and trademark in commerce in the United States since at least as early as 

1967.  

10. Opposers own many valid and subsisting United States trademark registrations for 

the BRIDGESTONE and FIRESTONE marks, including but not limited to, the following 

(printouts from the TESS online database are attached to this Notice of Opposition as Exhibit A): 

Mark Goods/Services Reg. No. Reg. Date  

BRIDGESTONE Tires 1,342,473 6/18/1985 

 Tires and inner tubes therefore 2,607,465 8/13/2002 

BRIDGESTONE 
Tires; wheels for vehicles; inner tubes, rims and 
covers for vehicle wheels; inner tubes for vehicle 
tires; parts and fittings for all the aforesaid goods 

2,886,688 9/21/2004 

 

Rubber tires 140,804 3/29/1921 

 
Retail tire and automotive store services 1,178,631 11/17/1981 

 
Vehicle tires and inner tubes therefor 1,387,468 3/25/1986 

FIRESTONE Vehicle tires and inner tubes therefor 2,464,005 6/26/2001 

FIRESTONE Vehicle suspension components, namely, air springs 3,688,909 9/29/2009 

FIRESTONE 

Suspension systems and components for vehicles 
consisting of air springs and control devices; 

pneumatic suspension springs and shock absorber 
units for vehicles and structural and replacement 

parts therefor; air helper springs for vehicles 

3,248,867 6/5/2007 

 Automotive repair and maintenance services 3,173,847 11/21/2006 

 

Retail tire and automobile parts and accessories store 
Automotive services, namely, automobile repair and 

maintenance 
 

3,299,860 9/25/2007 
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Mark Goods/Services Reg. No. Reg. Date  

FIRESTONE COMPLETE 
AUTO CARE 

Retail tire and automobile parts and accessories store 
Automotive services, namely, automobile repair and 

maintenance 
3,299,861 9/25/2007 

FIRESTONE 

Pneumatic actuators for use as a motion control 
device in manufacturing, material handling, 

assembly, forestry, paper, hydraulics and 
pneumatics, and related industries; vibration 

absorbing suspensions and vibration isolators for 
machinery and parts therefor 

3,241,202 5/15/2007 

 
11. Bridgestone Corporation owns the BRIDGESTONE registrations identified in 

Paragraph 10. 

12. With the authorization of Bridgestone Corporation, Bridgestone Americas Tire 

Operations uses the famous BRIDGESTONE mark and name in the United States in connection 

with the advertising, promotion, sale, and offering of tires and related goods and services.   

13. Bridgestone Brands owns the FIRESTONE registrations identified in Paragraph 

10.  

14. With the authorization of Bridgestone Brands, Bridgestone Americas Tire 

Operations and other related companies use the famous FIRESTONE mark and name in the 

United States in connection with the advertising, promotion, sale and offering of tires and related 

goods and services. 

15. Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations is responsible for the sale and promotion 

of FIRESTONE and BRIDGESTONE brand tires in the United States and has sold billions of 

dollars of those tires in the United States.   

16. Opposers’ BRIDGESTONE and FIRESTONE tires are sold through 

approximately 2,200 company-owned stores and 10,000 independent wholesalers and retailers 

nationwide, ranging from major retailers like Wal-Mart and Sears to independent tire dealers.  

Opposers’ BRIDGESTONE and FIRESTONE tires have been featured as original equipment on 
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some of the world’s top-selling cars and trucks, including those made by Toyota, Nissan, 

General Motors, Chrysler, Mercedes, Volkswagen, and others. 

17. Opposers spend tens of millions of dollars annually advertising, marketing, and 

promotion the BRIDGESTONE and FIRESTONE marks and tires through virtually every type 

of digital, broadcast, and print media, including but not limited to print advertisements (e.g., 

magazines and newspapers), television and radio commercials, Internet advertising, social media, 

billboards, brochures, catalogs, point-of-sale displays, Internet advertisements, sponsorships, 

trade shows, and promotional items. 

18. Opposers have promoted their BRIDGESTONE and FIRESTONE marks and tires 

through nationally-distributed general-interest magazines, such as Fortune, People, Time, Sports 

Illustrated, Rolling Stone, Golf Digest, Men’s Fitness, Men’s Health, Jet, Popular Mechanics, 

and major national newspapers, like The Wall Street Journal and USA Today.  Additionally, 

retainers throughout the country, including Opposers’ Firestone Complete Auto Care stores, 

regularly run advertisements in local newspapers promoting the BRIDGESTONE and 

FIRESTONE marks and tires. 

19. Opposers’ BRIDGESTONE and FIRESTONE marks have been regularly featured 

in national and local television, cable, and radio advertisements.  Opposers’ television 

commercials have appeared on major network channels, including NBC, ABC, CBS, and FOX.    

Opposers’ advertisements have also appeared on major cable networks, like ESPN, MTV, 

HGTV, TNN, TNT, VH1, FX, Comedy Central, Discovery Channel, The History Channel, and 

SPEED. 

20. Since 2008, Opposers have aired commercials featuring the BRIDGESTONE 

mark during the Super Bowl, reaching over 100 million viewers each year.  The 2011 Super 
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Bowl broadcast reached over 110 million viewers, breaking the record for the most-watched 

program in U.S. television history.  The 2008 Super Bowl was the second-most watched 

television program in U.S. history, when it aired.   

21. Opposers have also promoted the BRIDGESTONE and FIRESTONE marks by 

sponsoring high-profile events.   Bridgestone is the official tire of the National Football League 

and was been the title sponsor of the Super Bowl halftime show from 2008 through 2012.  

Bridgestone is an official sponsor of Major League Baseball; the official tire of the National 

Hockey League, the National Hockey League Players Association, and the Hockey Hall of 

Fame; the title sponsor of the National Hockey League’s Winter Classic game; the official tire of 

the Professional Golf Association Tour; and the title sponsor of the World Golf Championships-

Bridgestone Invitational, played at the Firestone Country Club in Akron, Ohio. 

22. Opposers BRIDGESTONE and FIRESTONE marks have been promoted through 

various major automobile racing events and series, including Formula 1, Izod IndyCar Series, 

and Firestone Indy Lights. 

23. Opposers promote their tires on Web sites, such as www.bridgestone.com, 

www.firestone.com, and www.bridgestone-firestone.com, on Facebook, and on third party Web 

sites.     

24. Opposers have used, advertised, and promoted the BRIDGESTONE and 

FIRESTONE marks and names both independently and together as a family of marks, sharing 

the identical “-STONE” suffix.  The common “-STONE” suffix indicates to consumers that the 

goods bearing the marks emanate from the same source, namely Opposers. 
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25. As a result of extensive use, advertising, and promotion, the BRIDGESTONE and 

FIRESTONE marks and names, and the family of -STONE marks, have become strong, famous, 

and well-known in the United States.     

26. In Bridgestone/Firestone North American Tire, LLC and BFS Brands, LLC v. 

Silverstone Berhad, 2003 TTAB LEXIS 142, 28-29 (TTAB 2003) the Trademark Trial and 

Appeal Board (“the Board”) held that the FIRESTONE mark and BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE 

trade name are famous and that the mark SILVERSTONE for tires was likely to cause confusion 

with the FIRESTONE and BRIDGESTONE FIRESTONE marks and names.   

27. In 2009, Bridgestone successfully opposed the registration of an application to 

register the mark TREADSTONE for use in connection with tires.  The application was filed by 

Voma Tire, Inc. and the opposition number was 91187509.   

28. In 2012, Bridgestone successfully opposed the registration of an application to 

register the mark TREADSTONE for use in connection with tires.  The application was filed by 

Allied Wheel Components, Inc. and the opposition number was 91206280.   

29. Opposers have been using the famous BRIDGESTONE and FIRESTONE marks 

and names in connection with their goods, services, and business since long prior to Applicant’s 

filing date and any priority date or first use date Applicant could assert. 

Applicant and its TREADSTONE Application 

30. Applicant is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of Nebraska. 

31. Applicant filed its intent to use application to register the TREADSTONE mark 

on March 1, 2013. 

32. The United States Patent and Trademark Office published Applicant’s mark on 

July 23, 2013. 
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33. Upon information and belief, on November 16, 1999 Applicant’s chief executive 

officer – Mr. Fred Taylor – filed an application (Serial No. 75/849,629) to register the mark 

BLACKSTONE/OTR with the United States Patent and Trademark Office.  The application was 

abandoned on October 23, 2000. 

Count One 
Likelihood of Confusion, 15 U.S.C. § 1052(d) 

 
34. Opposers repeat and re-allege each and every allegation set forth in Paragraphs 1 

through 33. 

35. Applicant’s TREADSTONE mark, when used in connection with the “tires” in 

Serial No. 85/864,365 so resembles Opposers’ famous BRIDGESTONE and FIRESTONE marks 

and names (individually and collectively) as to be likely to cause confusion, cause mistake, or 

deceive pursuant to the provisions of  15 U.S.C. § 1052(d).    

36. Opposers’ federal and common law rights in the BRIDGESTONE and 

FIRESTONE marks and names long predate Applicant’s filing date and any priority date or date 

of first use that Applicant could assert. 

37. Opposers’ BRIDGESTONE and FIRESTONE marks and names became famous 

long before Applicant’s filing date and any priority date or date of first use that Applicant could 

assert. 

Count Two 
Dilution, 15 U.S.C. § 1125(c) 

 
38. Opposers repeat and re-allege each and every allegation set forth in Paragraphs 1-

37. 



9 
 

39. Applicant’s TREADSTONE mark is likely to dilute the distinctive quality of the 

famous BRIDGESTONE and FIRESTONE marks and names under Section 43(c) of the Lanham 

Act, as amended, 15 U.S.C. § 1125(c). 

40. Through extensive use and promotion, the distinctive BRIDGESTONE and 

FIRESTONE marks and names have become famous, as defined Section 43(c)(2) of the Lanham 

Act, as amended, 15 U.S.C. § 1125(c)(2). 

41. The BRIDGESTONE and FIRESTONE marks and names became famous well 

prior to the filing date of Applicant’s mark and any priority date or date of first use that 

Applicant could assert. 

Count Three 
False Suggestion of Connection, 15 U.S.C. § 1052(a) 

 
42. Opposers repeat and re-allege each and every allegation set forth in Paragraphs 1-

41. 

43. Applicant’s TREADSTONE mark is a close approximation of Opposers’ 

BRIDGESTONE and FIRESTONE names and marks.   

44. Opposers’ BRIDGESTONE and FIRESTONE names and marks uniquely and 

unmistakably point to Opposers as an institution. 

45.  Opposers are not connected to Applicant or to the goods identified in Serial No. 

85/537,736. 

46. The fame and reputation of Opposers’ BRIDGESTONE and FIRESTONE trade 

names and marks are such that when Applicant’s TREADSTONE mark is used to identify 

Applicant’s goods, a connection with Opposers would be presumed. 
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47. Applicant’s TREADSTONE mark consists of matter that falsely suggests a 

connection with Opposers under Section 2(a) of the Lanham Act, as amended, 15 U.S.C. § 

1052(a).  

 For the foregoing reasons, Opposers believe that they will be damaged by the registration 

of the TREADSTONE mark.   

WHEREFORE, Opposers respectfully request that the Board refuse to register that mark 

and sustain this opposition on all grounds. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing “NOTICE OF OPPOSITION” was 
served on Steven G. Ranum of Croker, Huck, Kasher, Dewitt, Anderson & Gondering at 2120 
South 72nd Street, Suite 1200, Omaha, Nebraska 68124-2366, via first class mail, postage 
prepaid, today August 14, 2013. 
 
 

 
 

 


























































































































